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PUBLISHED TO MARK THE 300TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HOWLAND GREAT WET DOCK! 1699/1999, AND THE
30TH ANNIVERSARY OF CLOSURE, 1970/2000.

Three hundred years ago, an unusual marriage of great political significance,
resulted in the building of the Howland Great Wet Dock. This was not a
cargo handling facility, but was intended to provide a safe haven for ships to
lie-up between voyages, and undergo routine maintenance. Within a few
years, its value was demonstrated during a violent storm, when only minor
damage was sustained by a single vessel in the dock, and dozens of ships in
the open river were wrecked. The Howland became a base for the whaling
industry, being renamed “Greenland” as a result; after rebuilding early in the
19th century it was the main asset of the Commercial Docks Company, and
was enlarged early in the 20th century to become the largest dock in the
Surrey Commercial system, which had been formed following a period of
ruinous competition. This booklet outlines the history of the Surrey
Commercial Docks, from 1699, through the private company era, ownership
by the Port of London Authority, devastation in wartime, rebuilding, closure
in 1970, and eventual redevelopment.

STILL AVAILABLE IN THIS SERIES:-

SHIPBUILDING IN ROTHERHITHE

- AN HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION £2-75p (Inc. P&P)

- THE NELSON DOCKYARD (Revised Edition, 1999) £2-95p (Inc. P&P)
- GREENLAND DOCK & BARNARD’S WHARF

(Revised Edition, 1999) £2-95p (Inc. P&P)

HISTORICAL NOTICE OF THE COMMERCIAL DOCKS(By Nathaniel
Gould, 1844. Facsimile reprint with additional maps, illustrations and
introductory notes. £3-20p Inc. P&P). [Please make cheques payable to
“S.Rankin”].

In Preparation:-
- FROM BULLHEAD DOCK TO THE PAGEANTS - PART 1L

For details of future publications, send SAE
to:- 4, Helier Court, Hithe Point, Rotherhithe,
LONDON, SE16 1PE £2-75p

Printed & Published by Dockside Studio; July, 1999.
Copyright :- Stuart Rankin




